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Tlie Congress of "the United SUtOB, at |

an act af simple j kBtii .. ibaXlU make

restitution t<> tin- Virginia MilitBr] In¬

stitute for its i.rojicrty burned by ir-

der of General Hunter, of the I'. aaMTSl
arm), in the War BttVNI the States,

The claim is .r:st and reasonable The

property destroyed consisted of build-

Ings.barracks, two sets of officers I

quarters, n is house, laundry, hospital,
mess hall: material und supplies.fur-
nlture. quartermaster's stur. s, > Hat- j
mlssary stores, medical stores. BXtUTBa

Ml supplies, llbraiy of ll.ttM volumes,

engineer.nu and philosophical :nstru-

ments and apparatus, mim ralogn al

laboratorv, with suppl.es and .quip- .

mint: chemistry laborutorv. wirb sup-

plies and equipment: cabinet geological j
specimens, gas and heating fixtures, j
The appropriation asked fWT by aTB] i

of rein-.bursem. Dt is tll4.72S.f2. This

does not include the cost of rebuilding j
t'ie barracks, estimated at $7.Y.

rhis item is deducted because ine OB« |

trnctiOB of the barracks may be re- I

,arded as legitimate under th« rubs of

war wirfiking antong civilised nations.

There can be no question, however, j
that the earning «f material and equip¬
ment t m:>lcyed solely for eduCatlonn]
purposes was a wanton Violation of j
those rules. The equipment ol instl-

tutions of learning is not a legitimate |
subject for iOBtractioo in warfare.!
The Federal g iTantBiant should then- j
fure. as a matter of right and good
conscience, make lue restitution to the j
Virginia Military Institute.
Time was when the allowance of J

this claim would have been rendered

impossible by sectional feeling, but j
th»t day has gone. It is a former Fed- j
era! officer who now tak-s th" lead iff

proposing that the nation shall com-

pensatt the institution for its heavy j
lose, for the bill for restitution will be j
introduced in the Senate by that gal- j
lant I'nion artillery officer. Senator

Henry A du Font, of Delaware, wiij,
forty-eigiit years ago besought Uen-1
eral Hunter not to raze the West

Point of the South. In that fruitless

entr«aty he was seconded by a major j
of Ohio infantry, who afterw ird be- j
came the Chief Magistrate .f the

t'nited States. William McKinley.

Barely there is no happier evidence of

stances now presented. The resolve to

do justice to the Institution which

more thar. any other gave military

genius to the Confederate armies

comes from the hand of a brave and

generous veteran of Ike I'nion army.

The just restraint which be sjught to

use nearly half a century ago was in¬

effective, but BOW the hour seams

auspicious for ms endeavor to secure

justl- o at last.
In its appeal for the satisfaction of

this claim afeT- Virginia Military Insti¬

tute seeies" ifotoiliK to which it is n«t

»ntitl-d it is a petitioner r^r lueTlca
and not t >r charity. It entere Its.

laim for compensation, hspafal of its.

approval, because the reimbursement
would enaide the institution to enlarge i
its usefulness to the nation. What

«fM nation g.ves in restitution to the j
Virginia Military Institute, that insti¬
tution will give back t the :..,ti ,ii

in generations of superbly trained even,
who stand Blwajra ready to render un- j
common Beretce when the arnr .tuet'
throbs and the tu«* era unfurled, i

n \t i i , i ms i

ward -f $io.«.(... ,. ,.. ,. M
th* areVf ..f i Internat' Cianaim j
> "t. t. ... >a ee lUiir,..,., Comtnls-
.loners >f Maaeechonetti at .

I*ublir Clllttiea <".,:,.mlssu.t.er« of COe-
nectb.ut. to nnetiai iknll :.r«t hrrent
an ¦nteeaath aierlce that arm saf. ivi
»*re»t an -vpress atcasj aaeeanaftve
that has passed dauge- stcnals tl> ;
test .,f ttmty te hi aBaaeJae .

within the year 1*13. 1*1« ,.r !<.]- hv
th- N.w Haven itoj.i x, .. Vl,.k
<".'. «; ot th- aai It ai, .,

M>Tri''. 11 aaeniii ...

Int»r«tat. . aj M . Con aueal ., . ,

This <>P»r was p IBIish. d ]a,. \

hy the N>sr Tork. N> sr Haven aim 1
Hartfo- I Bailroad c ... ..

enceave- !. so-.v. ta. o...,. prehlems

at Bbbbb i Mat VTnai lw rton, j
to reduce the 't:ani»s t.f .t,..» _I

Tork. \ w list .,. aa4 Hfcrtf ., n.

need » an a

that mm N wt the a ,

Ike at» t-j.

Iratn fa.;« ic »t

The neglhjrne*. r,f

re»a<»Ttel! » fr r > -r

sBbbj sBBjaaen. eat namoa in.tverfe.t -a

»teils f' - . i

.lastrapt-. « < f .

rain aeetdeme Itt-ty hi
he tnterntate roes'-,

hill aani were doe to

tndnjr-ene to deralime, ;?

Ii.' Uli- derailments wer«. <iu«- to fhtfbB"

live road bed and rails, for which

[Ihsrs «m little cscuee. H anJ. Al-

ni"M ail of the collisions were at-

UlbntSblB ho tka mistakes of employes,
no these cases !>reserit a vexing prob¬
lem In prettctlng human life on the

railroad*
What nr. be done to lessen the

chances of human error? The biock

«istcm .an be exteivded, for. with all

Its exposure to human err..v. It Is bet¬

ter tlmti the traln-«i'der system. Toe

rules <>f train operation can be re¬

formed and mudc uniform for till

ronds.
What can neutralize the effect of

human error when It occurs? Tlo«

speed of fast trains COaid be mod-

. rated. Automatic stop devices could

iic more M-nrrally employed. Much Is

klreedy ining uccumvUshed through
the extended Introduction of s'.eel

eats That method of protecting hu-

man life upon the rails hus already

tustitled its adoption, for in accident

upon accident lives that would have

been destroyed la the oia. style cars

have Ixen saved in the steel coaches.

v sKXSMLE \mi.ki« \> \»<)m\\.

That oft-i|Uoted line of Tennyson,

'Kind hearts are more than coronets.
must apply with the happiest signi-
BcanCt to Iba lately announced en-

¦rnaTetnenl Of Miss Helen Miller Gould

to Kinley ,1 Sh.pard. The flock of

fortune-hunters could not tempt old

lay Gould's sensible daughter, no mat-

ter how ancl.-nt the sohlen circlets

they might offer her in return for her

millions. The foill.-s Of her s'ster,

Anna, will not be repeated in her case.

I'pon Rood. red. American rather than

Norman bloorl Helen Would places the

valuation of iier affection To her the

In.me Ufa of the wife of an American

citizen is sweeter than the gloomy
loneliness of some Immemorial pile.
With something of the keen business

sens.- of that keen man of business

"who was her fathtr. she chose a suc¬

cessful "domestic" business man in

preference to sonic foreign pauper
with a passion for spending hard-

earned I'nlted States money la dissi¬

pation in all the capitals of Bbrope.
Instead of consulting the title pases

of "Barke'a Peerage*' or th.- "AJman-
ach de Gotha." Miss «Inuld audaciously
selected a man who is not even in

"Who's Who la America." Her fiance

owns no mortgaged feudal castle nor

old estate, but is probably the satis-

lied possessor of good Missouri real

estate.
Miss Gould has set a wise and ad¬

mirable precedent for other unmar-

ri> U American women of great wealth.
I

If there were more like her, there!
would be less of the gentry of the j
Boni de Castellane type. It la Just
plain common sense to intrust the

management of $3«''.000.Or).) to a success¬

ful American business man instead of to

a spendthrift princeling. Miss Gould

prefers to keep her fortune within the
borders of her own country; not a'cent
of it will be spent on the rehabilita¬
tion of an ag-d ruin or upon the re¬

construction of battlements that had

better go to duet. She will not sell

her birthright of home and happiness
for a jeweled bauble. Vet who would

expect that a woman of her common

seaas would do otherwise? ,\ woman

of large charities, a real patriot, a

friend to the poor and the unfortunate,
she has discerned the true values of

life and discarded the false. She is

one of the millions of sensible Atneri-
<-an women, and not one of the four
bnndred of foolish virgins whom a

plush and gold plaything lures into
> ndleas sorrow and solitude.

Ill I ItlKMHM. Olli IMtll,
I HII.M)«..

A record of tine humaneness is re¬

vealed in the annual report of Emmett
C. Taylor, agent of th- Richmond So¬

ciety for th«- 1'reVention of Cruelty
to Animals, made at the yearly meet-

in of that organization yesterday
Three hundred and fifty horses and
Sanlea with sore shoulders and sore

ucks or lame were unhitched and sent

to the statale because of the vigilance
.f the society; zu horses and anales
unSt for work, poor and lislf-starvcd.
.ere s.-nt to «table.« to be cared for.

overburdened horses and senses
were relicThai; ?«; horses and mules
«.r. «etit to blacksmiths to be shod.

h oses and mules in suffering Were]
insanely aoetrwyod; t««. aback reins!

.sere tafc. n«.ff m .;. s and horses, ,*.I1 ad-
msaHlsaa w.-.. gn>i, t«. drivers and
PanBeta, Such are some of th,. larg. r

tixitie. .,, tn.se friends of mans

¦eat rntnah it-side.. , ,., horses
nd Marien erasthj whipped and driven

were r<j..,rt~d Veterinär!.« were called
h r«e ead i.u.e. ».t. taken care

of and h .. rat :t> to .-attie was
Moaajed ah .man- t-.-atment of
dean was easSefl rw vent.-nine cases of'

sateaeai a . r- btasngM Ss the
¦ «.. n.g it, «,_. convictions «I

fi t that at once put« M flight any!
belief that the seehPty is m-ddl.som-

- MirtirSSBJ with the rights ofj
' r .ei di.v.rs have l^en dls-'

Iii .sh the ,ep«.rt« ..f this ..r.i
a: The annual appropriation

I 'h. «'lt. '',..., ,; T,. ;h|, r|||M .
eal *.. .| by the r.« Oag :ain»d by!

' eas pf..te-»»1 and on

perred aaiasel ire. and auhetitat.
RtWdniSS p| gt ata for crqe|t>
The awa senatesaa ... h. SSSftb were

« »». + d tiot f,,r al »>

at.o late ornarlsetien a ids not.lt In ea-1

i |

» \<i i»m |*efa i \ iin_%,.»,%
. ti t- 'h- t, rnllialln« show,

.an; m .... , m rtoaa nm
" aetass sraduaie. ..f

" * ¦ 0- ' r. pe*ea*J by IT«. '
fr . ? Mver, en. | niver,li.
.' x "'- . in The
T '-1 ".. of ST i.da a i ha*
¦ a . ' seb » . - i ha war be¬

tween th« rlaaei<i«t« and tbe ant

thanjh*bns was hvina » age^ tin per

tlrular fierceness. « friend "dropped"
(hp late Professor James A. Harrison
h postcard, which read:

Hear H.
What 'lo you think of the row?

Professor Harrison replied through
the same medium, as follows:

Daw-1
To know the classics, especially

I Kiln. Is to know English, und vice
versa. Not to know the one Is not to

Jknow the other In either case. H.

Tue special significance and value

of Professor Harrison's '.pinion lie In

the fact that he was far and uwuy

une of the foremost mi Knglisli
scholara aud teachers In this country,
if not. Indeed, in the world.
His viewa on the question M laSsSOa

as he subsequently eluboraled them

to his correspondent, did not merely
cover the eise of Iaitln in its "essen¬

tial" relations to command Of English
orthography. They testified to its

"fundamental" hearing upon clear

understanding and grasp of the force,

and shade*, or moaning of the In¬

numerable English worda derived from

tin testa*, and upon the art of lucid,
'direct expression and correct gram-
maticul construction In wilting Eng-
l:sh.
This says nothing of the apprec¬

iation of the humanities I'rofessor
Harrison voiced. considering tin ni

from the standpoint of history, litera¬
ture and the general information they
Impart. and their contribution t'»

mental pleasure and to mental dis¬
cipline, apart from their office of pre¬
paration for mastering English.

THi: aCQPE or THE p ELSPOtT.
The scope of the new parcels post

reveals the dawn of a great change
In m« thods of buying and BOUlDg. The
ruling of the I'ostrnastiT-OOBOraJ that
such articles as butter, lard. fish, veg-
etablea, berries and even eggs, when

proporis packed, may be transmitted
under the parcels post opens v.Ue the
door for readjustment of trade cond'-
tions. It r>mains to be seen how the
regulations will work out. but 't looks
as if tiie retailer might first feel the
operation of the law.whether in an

increased or diminished trade is not yet
apparent.
On the other hand, many articles

may not be sent by tho parcels post.
Matches. liquors, explosives of all
kinds, pistols and revolvers, live or

dead animals, hides or pelts and books
and printed matter are forb'dden.
Hooks and printed matter must go as

third-class matter, as at present. This
precaution Is necessitated because the
parcels post might be too greatly
flooded with business. In all proba¬
bility, when the system is in success¬

ful operation, the latter matUr will
be accepted, for there is far greater
reason for its Inclusion than for Its
exclusion.
The parcels post marks a departure

as significant to the nation as the es¬

tablishment Of rural free delivery,
which has done so much to bring coun¬

try residents into close touch with
the business world.

The Topics, published by the Bal-
titnore Lodge of Elks, contains the
following in reference to the recent
annual memorial observance of that I
orga nizatlon:

"Tt was the consensus of opinion of
ail voicing their sentiments that the
Betrice was the most impressively
beautiful ever given b:- Baltimore
Lodge in honor and to the memory of
Its departed brothers. The orator or
the occasion. Or. K. K Callsen. cap-
tivated the audience, not only by his
exceedingly clear exposition of the jprinciples of our order, but also by
his charming personality. His voice
was resonant, his gestures graceful.
his presence pleasing. He won his !
audience at the opening of his ad¬
dress and held them spellboun-i till Li-c
.ast word rolled from his lips."

A felicitous analysis of an eloquence
of which Richmond never tires.

The money trust probe: s have made
the startling Discovery that stock
gambling is stock gambling.

Second call for early Christmas shop¬
ping

Another campaign will be started
soon in ihe Thirty Tears' War for a

Kichrr.ond Public Library.

Mme. Kdvina. the new lyrl. soprano,
puts It neati>. "If one is wedded to

art. It would be like btganv. to mar¬

ry." That explains wh\ so mar.1-

great attists mm not wed

A woman lecturer has announce

that "the man does not count In the
home How about this week and next-

Mr? Wi'.liam Ellis i'ore>. she that
was Ma belle Oilman, declares tnat sn.

m Berry, but she an'i live in Amer-
lea. beiause It's too :iol»\. Ami :hl>
from an e\--hor..s si. .'

Harvard stjd'i.t» spend $1 :f>~."i< fo-

in< ideritals Incident's .over a

multitude of joys

Kvervbodv'a pleasant t.» ananj Mi]
w eh

Among the holiday depurations. b»
sure to in<litde the fragrant green
. .aik of the «Vit ,., -a outer

. .-1-er--¦.:
f'-ank Ha-rts mmft tbat Bernard

*haw .» the greatest Hi it l.nglish-
rr.sr and base admits It

\. w is the time wh»n a mmmt
h" narneeen are looking >i» tr.ei, great¬
s'-.it grandmnthe- a f t it geJBaj r.. ij»e

. ato p .»,.. I'ul \Jrw,'. . fu
ll* ant fine we d-. n«t know, lmt We

his 'svorf* (.--em .

« am Waive. .eg.itl-ig Ti

Ihki.'I Immortal Th<«.<Jo,.

teat ii.;nasr i« pot m»ai ssada

If r|# e w»-e nnl) »om«» *e

"impel Howoaeeti to attend Pmfeas"'
. a lec'uree at Tale

Kcr tax By satt« n».t »o- -*pree*ntei ml
ib. Aiks.» « af last »..;. it mi; he ..

IVB Wlieen etdi hoard |
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On the Spur of the
Moment.

By Roy K. Moulton.

%«.<¦«> nil au tu t ut'lr 4 burr.
What's the use uf aayln' tinners

don't He when every man kiiowi that
libs wife's does'."
There is one fOfi thing abuut belli'

¦ Prohibitionist. A I'rohiullloiilst 1«
never disappointed In the outcome of a

presidential election.
TM*- i.llroud that runs through

Hick.ysville buys a ham every year,
and that I* enough to vuppl) the ham
sandwiches along the line.
Any husband who lets his wife make

i rnanhal of him 1* not entitled lo

any s\uipathy, and tie never gets an>.
A feller has got to have a lot of

Band to no Into the cement »idewalk
business.
A man may wear a gallon hat to

church on Sunday, but still take a

u '.tow's home aw ay from her on Mon¬
day.

Kiekitr on the street ear service is
tha old, st form of amusement in this

country.
W'h.n a man starts to goln' down

hill there are plenty of friends ready
to help him along.

A foliar who has got the gift of
gab ucn'allv lands somewhere, even if
it is only in Jail.
The trouble in this country at the

present time seems to ha that the
dinner pails are too large.
Some of the poetry a young feller

writes to his gal certainly sounds fine
and dandy when she pulls it on him
ten years after they are married.

our Haas Uaruge.
During the long and tedious sum¬

mer months arc labored on an inveii-
tlon which is expect, d to make us

rich beyond tha dreams of avarice.
The invention la now complete and
is ready to be placed upon the market
:lh soon as WS itin floret the bonds.
Inflate the capital stock, water the
valuation, oil the machinery, and turn
on the steam. Nothing like it has
been Invented since the odorless onion.
Our invention comes to fill a long-

felt want. It Is nothing more nor less
than a collapsible garage, whlih can

be set up or taken down in eight min¬
utes, central standard time, and Is
meant for the use of automobile own¬

ers who cannot pay their rent, and
are obliged to move frequently to dif¬
ferent localities where there are

.strange (neat markets aied grocery
stores whe.-e new lines of credit may
be established.

j Our garage is made of tin. and can

bo carried In the ordinary su'tcase
when folded up. When opened up
It keeps unfolding and unfolding until
you have a regular garage with two

windows, doubl" doors and a gasolene
can sitting out behind. It Is much
easier than a tent to put tip and take
down, and will accommodate any sized
automobile, from the $230 peanut
roaster variety up to the seven-pas¬
senger plutocrat.
When going on a long tour the

owner can take the garage along
with him In a suitcase and pitch it
anywhere he decides to spend the
night. The price of this garage is

going to be In the neighborhood of
$\ cash or $11? if paid for In monthly
instalments. They wBj come in all
colors.pink garages to mmreh pink
houses, blue garages to match blue
houses, etc. We are ready to sell
territory t>> anybody who calls. We
have already disposed of Alaska, Ice¬
land and Montenegro. !
We forgot to mention that the gar¬

age has a padlock on the front floor,
open plumbing, hot water heat, gas
grate, hard and soft water and a

looking glass in the bath room. If
you have no automobile, the garr.gr
ran easily be used aa a bungalow-.

Nonh WrliNlrr llown to Hate.
Meat.An article of fo>>d used ex¬

it naively by the ancienta.
Mel.»denn.An Instrument of torture

which Is a relic of the Spanish Inqui¬
sition.
Musicale.An event which turns op-

timists into pessimists.
Mint.A part of the julep which

cuts no figure whatever.
Mistle-to».The last resort of a

spinster.
Muskellunge.A sort of fish that

nobody knows how to spell without
looking !t up.

Voice of the People
\ l egal \lrn of the \llen Cases.

T" (he l-Mitor of The Times-I>i>patch:
Sir. It may not be amiss to discuss

the Allen cases from a legal viewpo'nt,
inasmuch as most, if not all. of your
correspondents have been disc isslng
the cases from the viewpoint of the
evidence or.lv I don't think that I
am actuated by sympathy. r that Bay
views will be the products of 'hys¬
teria." The questions are. What grade
of cr'me did the Aliens commit, and
what punishments should be meted out
to each? It, answ-ering these .jues-
tions we should stand absolutely im¬
partial belm-een the Common wealth
and ti e a'vised partie«. lit iKhts aixi
deaths are measured from the calm
level of the «ea Hence, In re-ichlng
>>'ir conclusions in the Allen . a>cs we
should dissipate from our minds all
.«..n» iment. pass.on and i«rc .udi<.. and
oTMdor the facts and the law with

. aim lies* and deliberation. It would
be a sound poeitioa. in the premises,
for all to take that it i« better for
the pears dignity ard welfare of the
old Commonwealth that ninety-nine
guilty men should esOxp. punishment
than that one Innocent man should be
found gmlty. ae one guilt) be punished
out of all proportion to the wrong
done or crime committed.

Ifear. as le the facts ar.d cir-um-
stan.es uroper to be considered in a

ii,s naaSda Of these cases. I have the
same ovpoitunit> to foim my* opinion

Abe Martin

TV efstosn O* eeleKratIn' irrmj t SO
sit tin stronger ever' day Tell Bteh-
ie> aven glt« fall on Arbor day. A
afer git, to berries along th road

t su.ceee-

IT'S LUCKY CHRISTMAS COMES LATE IN THE MONTH

By John T. McCutchcon.
[Otvrrtckt: 1*13: Hr John T. lloCTutcbMn.]

If Christmas came early in th* month, when th*
air it full of bill* from the last month, th*r* would
be a conspieuoue display of economy in Christ mas
buying. This explain* why many do not do their
shopping early.

But by the middle of the month the dull, tick-
ening memory of the firtt of the month become*
fainter and we decide to do a little Chrittmam
buying on a tmall and economical ecale.

So we start out and prepare to lay in o modest
but select lot of presents for relatives and friends.

And by the twentieth of the month we have to

completely forgotten the first of the month and
its grim influx of bills that we soil in end buy with
all the careless abandon of a drunken eailor.
Hence the expression. "Merry Christmas."

as all others have who live remote
from the scene of the deplorable trag¬
edy.only what I have gleaned from
newspaper reports, which, to say the
least, were not. for several months
following the event, colored in favor
of the Aliens. In fact, so far as I re¬
member, for months after the tragejy
not a single newspaper among the
many which I closely watched harl a

word to say in defense of the Aliens.
.Not until the pent-up truth burst
through its prison wall and reache :
tne «.irs of the outside world did an-
ottier side to the question appear. It
was then that popular e/pinlon assert¬
ed itself and cried out for justice. This
was alter the trials, convictions ano.
death senten«>« of Floyd Allen and his
ison. »'laude. We observe the effect o'
this popular demand for fr.ir play in
tne results of the rocent trla'.s and
dispositions made of the cats-a if
Sidna Allen anj young Kdwards: no
first-degree muraler or death sen¬
tences. The conspiracy theory was

practically exploded. It was upon this
theory tfiat Floyd and Clauio Allen
were convicted, and sentenced to death.
A criminal eonepiracy is nothing mor<ä
thiin a wi. ked agreement t,y two or
more persons, competent to make an

agreement, to do some wrong. If
su< h a conspiracy wee entered into by
-the Aliens, so as to cut any figure in
th" trials and final dispositions of
these cases, it is manifest from all the
fact disclose,! that Floyd and Sldna
Allen, the old heads, were the arch-
conspirators, an! that the buys, or
voung men. who have been implicated,
were but tools subject to the command
or coercion of these old heads. Now.
then. Floyd and S.dtia Alb-n having
¦eea indicted as eo-consplrators, and
under these, indictments Sldna Allen
having been practically acquitted by
0 Jurv of his peers of the conspiracy,
how stands Floyd Allen0 The law Is
that. 'Where one Of two persona who
are charged with a criminal conspiracy
is acquitted, the other must likewise
be acquitted" (State vs. Jackson. 7
S. <'. -.;>:!: State vs. Johnson. 2 Tex. 590;
(jueen vs. Manning. I Am. Cr. SO.j

1 do not tage the position, under
the law ited. that Floyd Allen should
be wholly acquitted of any offense
and go hence without day; but I do
mean to say that if his conviction,
under which the death sentence has
been pronounced, was based upon th-
conspiracy theory, and that since the
condi tion and sentence the corlspiracy
tbeory has been exploded or aban¬
doned, this s< atenee ought to. te some
way, be recalled by those having the
authority bo to do.

Again. I would submit the sojestior.
Was not a verdict of first degree mur¬
der against the evidence and weight
f ecidenc. which was adduced in the
Floyd Allen ease? Under the statute
of Virginia, following the common law.
ta ..-.stitute murder In the first de-
¦IBB tftc killing must be willful, de-
liberate and ptemcditated. upon very
"lignt BrO>VOl atlon. or no provocation
at all Floyd Allen was the gr»at
o-ntral figure in this horrible court-
house traged> He wag the cause of
it. and I do not iont»nd that his con-
din t. In the premises, was either Jus-
(tfiable r excusable, but I do contend
that, according to the evidence, there
was strong provocation from his view
point.
When he. some Qionthg previous Be I

the larmntaMe courthouse tragedy.;
found Ms own boy and dnother near
and dear to him in the hand* of an
officer. handcuffed find roped as
tho.:gh tbe> were fpro. ioUg pt a s t s. |..s
human nature asserted Itself.he
remonstrated with the officer bj t«
qaest'ng htm to leniove th* shackles
from tic boys and permit them t<> tea>
tinue the Journey in a decent and r>

spectable manner, assuring the officei
that he would guarantee that the boys
would g» with him to the place that
t .e w-itiai.l called for. and 'hat he
would as'lst him In taking them there
l he officei refused to accede, where-
upon Floyd Allen proceeded t0 remove
the sbackiea himself, regardlese of the I
otBVer s w ishes took rnatge of the

'

Prisoners and conducted them to the
pla<e ea'led for In tne warrant, and '

turned them over t» :n« proper I
lrtbun.il By this conduct, la a tech- |ulcal sen-e. he resisted »n olllceT. and
therefore committed a crime, brat did !
not defeat the nhjeri and purpose of j
i » government For this '1me l lo> d I
Vilet. »h"Uld have been punished ac¬
cording 1« the atr»< Itv .,: the offense.
i»at d-d n .! '.-.. r ve a .-.en'(entlarv
sentence r'or tnia wrong he was put
on trial at Hlllsvllle. convicted and
sentenced to on* year In the pen I-
tentlarv This was more than he ee>e!d I
bear That spirit which has dwelt
In t e rearts of every troe Am« roan
> m . . e uT'.< rar,ie of the immortal
ileprv (lue me liberty or give rn«»
death was aroused to an extent to
h .re irresi"' Ible 1'p'm the pronourne-
meni of that sentence he arose from
Ms seal and declared. In substance
thai >ie won',! r.ot submit to au«h an
.ifu t * i'rctn tkig act the strong
provocation appears. It does not ap»
o.ar from this .irrumstane* that he
at thla time bad within bis heart tb«

wicked design tu kill any person, but
his a< tion was controlled by the first j
law of nature.self-preservation. As
to who fired the first shot. «Jod only
knows, and lie never could alt IMa the
question beyond reasonable doubt
from the evidence adduced at any one j
of the trials. These are facts and clr- i

eumstancex which seem to be »ufti-
elently extenuating and alicv.ating to

reduce the crime below that of murder
in the first degree, according to the
iaw of the land, and especially that of
A lrg nia

\\ here a killing is proved the pre¬
sumption is that it is murder In the
second degree. To elevate it to mur¬

der in the first degree, it devoive»
i-pon the Commonwealth to establish
the characteristics of that crime Did
she do it in the Floyd Allen case? See
Hill s case. Cratt :>!><.
Many of the views gad principles of

law set forth in the foregoing apply
with force to Claude Allen's case. Iiis
case, however, for executive clemency,
lias been so completely established by
some of the ablest lawyers or Virginia,
a* well as by the bralnKst iaymet of
the State, that It seems presumptuous
in me to attempt to add anything
thereto. I s-iall mention one point,
iiowttet. in Clacae's c*se which,. I
think, is very pertinent, that has not
as yet been presented. It is this:
Claude Allen was ceejelcted upon the
conspiracy theory, and. according to
law. could he. under the clrcumstanceg
of the case, tie treated, as a conspire
ator? The law is that husband and
wife cannot be guilty of criminal con-

sj-iracy r. r two reasons .first, be¬
cause in law tney are one; *nd. second,
because it is a r'l! - <. law thit what
the wife does of a criminal nature In
connection witn. ,,r in fhe presence .f.
her husband, is suppose.', to be done
under his coercion. Fur that reason
she is absolved from the guilt of any
crime which she commits in concert
with her husband. I
By parity of reasoning, would not a

child under age. as in case of Claude
Allen, age twenty, whose fsther is a

man of strong mind and stronic will,
for whom the son had . sti spg af-
lectlon anil Implicit confidence, likely
be absolutely under the control ,,f the
father, and be more apt to be coerced
by the father than a wife would be

by her husband? 1 People v«. Mather.
4 Wend. 12»; People vs. Miller. «2 Cal.
1«"»7. and Kirtlev vs. Deck. .' Munf.
IV» .. 10. l
Now, then, if it appear manifest

that an Injustice has been doo« any of
these people, the cases fieve not I
Pa»s. d beyond remed. The remedv Is

still available. «nd it should be ex-

tendet without hesitation, for the «uke
of the good name of the State

J. H. CROSIER. I
Ronceverte. W. Va.

4 laude Mien's >- oath.
To tne r.dltor of The Tlmes-1 Mspatcn:

Sir.. As many of your readers have
heard (or reed! much conce-ning the

youth of Claude Allen as grounds for

commutation of sentence, n has often

occurred to this writer that the rooagj
criminal has labored under many dis- j
advantages sli aiong his life's path-
way. Yet he is not so young as other j
'criminals are. Now. If he were a mere]
stripling, say of sixteen or seventeen!
years, ae might plead his youth as a

mitigation of the stern penalty.etec- )
t ecullon which the law -. enounces j
sgalnst the murderer But. If > our

'

corteapondet.l is curre. tly informed.!
Claude Allen Is nearly or quite twen- (

ty-two C-1 jeers of age. and. of

course. In the eyes of the law. he is j
fully responsible for his action In j
helping put » court of Justice o-jt of
commission Then. too. he had trave|e«t I
aa far aa Raleigh X- C, and bad at- I
ten«i«sd school there. B.tt the main j
trouble with this unfu.~tunst»- youth
.et ms to -e that after . omlng to hi"

majoritv. he still clung to the sins of

youth (h>s yonth. If ymi will» name-

ra-rTlng s loaded pistol around on

Ms perst n.

Speak In«; of youth. Ihere are a:

least two or three sons and daugh¬
ters bereft of a father's .are and sev¬

eral wVoows mourning the a idden tak¬

ing of their hnsbaote. and Claude la

partis responsible fet Melr desolate

[and ineffably end lot noa. and in all
after life in this world.
Some would point us to the examo!'

of ChrhJI. snd »hey tell .:. of Mis

wonderful mercy to sinners This I*

Ins troe as the sun In the heavens to

Ma nrfalllng brightness Yet the sun

shine* for ail things snd for «II peo¬

ple, not ei«ne foe one femilv o- county
«"brist was merciful to tn» thief on

the crees. sr. llhe a good mlnls'en

ile h*lp. d h.m a'.ie e his need was |
greatest. In his spiritual nature hat.

b-log rr.rclfj! to all men and being!
a gaed rtttsen. He did not r-scue Mm j
from death on the crone for. as tma j
seals crlaainal aald. he was suffering I

the just penalty for his 'Timr Yet,,
nice... mmfty is a broad principle.
Merc to the whole State of Virginia
would be shown by executing Claude
Allen, as the courts have ordered.

CIVIS.

Don't tgrree.
To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir .The criticism ftyj "W. D. C " In
last Sunday's Times-Dispatch regard¬
ing AI. Wilson's latest play, "It Hap¬
pened in Potsdam." was quite a sur-

prtaa ta i.vjr subscriber, as ft no doubt
was to the ap|<reriatlve audience that
erected him at the Academy on Sat¬
urday last.
Having heard Mm every time he

'has been to Richmond d'trlnr the
past six years, and fn admirer of his
sweet, SOhifat <:» songs, it seems very
unfair and quite contrary to the vlee-a
of all lovers of his heart music.

As a lover of music, with serwe
knowledge of it myself, and having
heerd sease of the finest singers and
a< tors and actresses that hsve ever

appeared on the American Stage,
without undue egotism consider my¬
self a competent Judge.

Not only was Wilson's singing; "a*
sweet as It has ever been in t' a past,
but his acting and that of his sup-
Port was of rare excellence, and par¬
ticularly that of Miss Demmers. the
leading lrd>. has not. In my opinion,
been excelled by any that has keen
witnessed here f-e rears.

.» WILSON ADMIRER

serve .¦ ill* 1.earmark.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch-

S:r. Probably as old as the city,
certainly older than the oldest he ee

in the city, living, but slowly riy.rar.
and a menace to travel on our afreets.
What is the answer" It is the old
sycamore treet on Franklin Street be¬
tween Sixth and Seventh Streets

If it is not cared for by cutting out
the top and allowing new growth
from the trimmed limbs. It will dte
prohebly within three years.
The decayed condition of some of the

large limbs Is a menace to those who

pans beneath the tree.
OBSFRVKR.

I.et the 4.1d Bell Oe.

What would Thomas .1. and .lohn
Adams say.

I'miio they be consulted about .

Letting the Bell go to the Panama
show.

To help bring a crowd of folks OUt-

The b. .-. w. an fa is guess whet

these two
Would answer if they could hnt

speak.
When children Oafl West make sacb s

request
To have the old Beli for a week

fhev'd never say "no'' I fancy they'd
.o

«ind stav unt.l it was brouwht hack:
They'd ring a new note out of its old

throat.
With never a thought of the crack.

The Bell m its "berth hss little of
worth

I"p there in fames hall and unhung.

It's the sentiment folk* calcb from the
rent

In the Bell and speech of Us tongue.
.

Why not let It go OBI there to FrhtCO*
Lett 'em honor Old IJberty Bell.

When er folks delight to gase on the

sieh»
Anv pla< e this side.er.of heav n.

F. H KIWI V

Philadelphia. Pa iM-remher 14. 1912.

Nnhonal State and Oty Bank
;n> itesyro to o»*n -n «*c«mt«tWr
jbbrc I »o crr«k or at 3V\ int«Tw*r
i it> S«iv ifhjjji D«ie*ii ftrwrA.
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